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Q. How do I clean a yellow marble figurine to make it white again? I
have tried marble cleaner to no avail.

A. Your DIY methods will differ depending on how the marble turned yellow.

One possibility is that the stone absorbed some sort of staining agent, like oils
or smoke residue. 

Here are instructions for DIY stain removal. First, gently clean the figurine
using warm water with a few drops of dish soap or stone soap. Use a soft
bristle brush to clean the nooks and crannies in the figurine. Next, apply a
commercial degreaser. Allow it to dwell for a few minutes. Rinse thoroughly
with clean water. If necessary, poultice with degreaser. A poultice draws the
stain out of the stone over time. For detailed, step-by-step instructions on how
to mix and apply a poultice correctly, check out our free Stain Management
App.

Another possibility is that with moisture and oxygen exposure over time the
marble became oxidized, which can be caused by iron or minerals within the
stone rusting. 

For this, you'll need a stone-specific iron stain remover. Many people
accidentally damage their marble using the wrong kind of product or
misapplying it. Preclean the figurine in the same manner as you would for
stain removal. Carefully follow the manufacturer's instructions. Multiple
applications may be required. Some very old stains may never reach pure
white, but their appearance can improve dramatically with treatment.
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